In situ demonstration of OKT 6-positive cells in cutaneous lymphoid infiltrates.
A monoclonal antibody, OKT 6, has been developed against an antigen which is expressed by immature T cells as part of their normal intrathymic differentiation, but not by mature peripheral T cells. It was though that a search for the expression of such an antigen might be worthwhile in prelymphomatous conditions. This communication describes the investigation of lymphocytic infiltrates of atropic parapsoriasis, lymphomatoid papulosis, and a small group of miscellaneous skin conditions with OKT 6 and the immunoperoxidase technic. OKT 6-positive cells were identified in the dermis in varying numbers in four cases of atrophic parapsoriasis and in one case of lymphomatoid papulosis, but not in any of the other disorders. Positive epidermal staining was noted in all tissues examined. The pattern obtained suggested that epidermal dendritic cells may react with OKT 6. The findings indicate that OKT 6-positive cells may be found outside the thymus in certain conditions. The observations in epidermis cast doubt on the exact nature of the positively reacting cells observed in dermis, suggesting that may either be immature thymocytes or possibly Langerhans cells.